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=inal report to Hirohito about Sorge spy ring hid lax oversight : The Asahi Shimbun 2019/11/06 14:51

The Asahl Shimbun | Asia & Japan Watch Language

TOP Politics Business Sports Culture Travel Asia QOpinion Special

> Japan News > Social Affairs > article Japan News Social Affairs

Final report to Hirohito about Sorge spy ring hid lax oversight

The draft, left, and final report given to Emperor Hirohito in May 1942 about the Richard Sorge spy ring What's New

Provided by National Diet Library)
China defense chief defends policy on Hong
Kong, Xinjiang

Severely disabled lawmaker asks first
questions in Diet session

‘Il

Recently found documents presented to Emperor Hirohito about Soviet spy Richard Sorge Haneda Airport’s domestic terminals lose
water supply

show that facts were fudged to avoid embarrassing government agencies that seemed
unaware of the potentially war-changing espionage ring operating under their noses.

In one of the largest spy scandals of the 20th century, Sorge, who worked in Tokyo as a
correspondent for a German newspaper in the early 1940s, established close ties with
Japanese insiders and obtained top secret military information that he passed on to Moscow.

Among the more important items dispatched from Sorge revolved around what the Japanese
militarv would do when fighting broke out between the Soviet Union and Germany. His
reports said Japan would move into Asia in the south rather than attack the Soviet Far East.

That information allowed the Soviet military to concentrate its forces on the Western Front
and contributed to crucial counterattacks against the Nazis in late 1941.

A 28-page draft dated May 9, 1942, and a 34-page final version dated May 11, 1942, were TD KYU 2020

found among papers stored by Taizo Ota, a prosecutor who handled political and ideological
crimes.

The two “strictly confidential” reports were compiled by the Justice Ministry about half a year
after Sorge was arrested

Recommended

Ghosn: Japan’s biggest plea bargaining case

nttp://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/AJ201911050041.html 113.R—=34
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